Biblical Worldview - Psychology – July 11, 2004

1. Psychology is the study of the ______, ______ and _______.  We were created with a _____ in the _______ of God.  Gen. 1:17; 2:7..

2. Biblical psychology helps us to get in touch with our real selves because it allows us to recognize our own _____________ and thus our need for a _________.  Rom. 3:23; 6:23.  By nature we are _____________ and protest against any limitation or restriction of ________.  But we really need to be freed from our ____ ______ by the redeeming work of Christ.

3. Our greatest need is not ______ __________; it is the realization that we are sinners in rebellion against God.  Only after accepting Christ as Savior can we begin to understand our _______ as creations in God’s ______ and lead ____________ ______.

4. One of our deepest psychological problems is _______.  Are _______ feelings justified?  Rom. 2:15.  What does the Bible say about our conscience?  We are told to face our _______ and _________.

5. Biblical “psychology” teaches us moral ______________ and not to blame our moral failings on _________ or the ______________.

6. The human nature consists of two fundamental kinds of reality: ___________ (material or natural) and ___________ (supernatural).  [___________]   Matt. 10:28; 1 Th. 5:23; Heb. 4:12; 2 Cor. 5:8; 12:2.

7. The Christian psychologist believes that man was created in God’s image, a _______ and _______ image.  This implies _______ ____________ and the existence of ________ within man.  Body, soul and spirit are intimately related and interact with one another.  Through the _______ we find the highest level of human existence.  Man possesses not only a supernatural mind (the ________) but also a higher, morally discerning element (the ________) that is the vehicle or focus of ____________ with God. Gen. 1:27; Mark 12:30.

8. Christians recognize _______ as real.  Man’s ________ nature, his desire to _______ against God, is the source of all psychological problems.

9. Mental illness can be caused by _________ imbalances as well as unsolved __________ __________.  Are all mental problems spiritual problems caused by alienation from God?  Christian psychology solutions begin with human nature and a concept of real _______.  He must stress personal __________ ________________ and not look for someone or something to blame, e.g. ___________, ____________, _______________.

10. The key for all Christian healing of “mental illnesses” [that are not organically caused]:

a. confession of ____, forgiveness of _____ through Christ, James 5:16; 1 John 1:9.

b. reconciliation with ______,  2 Cor. 5:17-21; Gal. 6:1-2.

c. Sanctification through the discipling work of God’s __________, 1 Th. 5:23; Heb. 12:1-11.

11. Christian psychology believes that God can use suffering to bring about _________ ________ in the individual.  __________ in suffering is unique to Christian psychology.

12. For the Christian the ___________ must change for the better before society can.  Christian psychology collapses without the notion of __________ ________________.

13. Christian psychology leads to a simple method of counseling people:

a. acknowledging one’s ________ _________, Rom. 3:23.

b. confession of ______, 1 John 1:9.

c. willful decision to submit one’s own desires to _____’s ______, Rom. 12:1-2.

14. What are some of the highlights of Secular Humanist Psychology?

a. Belief in man’s inherent __________ and _______________

b. Man is only ______, no ______, ______ or even ____________ [Monism]

c. Man can achieve mental health through the fulfillment of __________ or ___________ need [self-actualization]

d. A ___________ God is a myth

e. Man’s actions are the result of mechanical _________ and __________

f. A science of ________________ [in conflict with the claim that man is the master of his fate]

15. What are some of the highlights of Marxist/Leninist Psychology?

a. Man is ______ by nature and therefore ________________

b. Society and its social institutions are responsible for man’s ______ ______

c. Behaviorism – everything a person does is the result of two material factors – the individual’s ___________ _________, and the influence of the environment on a person’s ________ system

d. The “second stimulus” of ______________ gives man a measure of freedom [in response to this stimulus].

16. What are some of the highlights of Cosmic Humanist Psychology?

a. An individual can hasten the work of evolution by achieving a _________ _______________

b. This is often referred to as a “fourth ________”

c. A constant state of higher consciousness can ensure ________ and ________ well-being

d. Society and the environment stifle our knowledge of the “______” within

e. New Age meditation focuses on the “_____ ________”.

17. Biblical psychology is superior to Secular Humanist and Marxist psychology because the secular worldviews ignore _______________ concepts such as ______, _____________, ___________, ___________.  Secular worldviews must view the mind and spirit as nothing more than reflections of the __________ ________.  Therefore they cannot mend the ________ if they deny its very existence.  Rom. 1-3.  Only _______ offers mankind “a spring of water welling up to eternal life,” and can cleanse and constantly replenish men’s troubled souls.  John 4:14.
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