Biblical Worldview - Ethics – July 25, 2004

1. How do we decide which code of ethics to embrace?  The theistic answer is that _____ makes the rules.  The humanistic answer is that _____ makes the rules.

2. Christian ethics is grounded in the ___________ of _____.  The task of Christian ethics is to determine what conforms to _____’s _____________ and what does not.  God’s moral nature is ______________ and ________________.  Amos 5:15; Rom. 12:9.

3. For the Christian the moral order is as real as the ___________ order.  The Apostle Paul says that the physical order is ____________, but the order “not seen” is ___________.  2 Cor. 4:18.

4. There is a common ______ _________ among all mankind that materialism/naturalism cannot explain.  How do we explain the notion that certain value judgments are ______________ and ____________ to all mankind?  Rom. 2:15; 1:23-32; John 1:9.  [General Revelation].

5. Some of the characteristics of the moral order include _________, ________, ______, ________, ______, _______, ______________, __________, _______ - because these are characteristics of the nature of _______. Mat. 7:2; 5:3-11; 5:17-6:6; Ex. 20:1.  [Special Revelation].

6. Secular ethics is an effort by man to become ______.  Our children are taught “_______ _____________,” i.e. there are no moral ____________ and each child is her or her own standard of ________ and _________.  [The new morality].

7. Secular man would complain that the Christian lacks ___________.  Christians would say that we are ______ because we are freed from the awful _________ of _______.  John 8:32.

8. Another complaint against Christian ethics is the apparent discrepancy between the _______ ___________ of the Old Testament (a vengeful, holy God) and those of the New Testament (_________ God).  What about Matt. 23; Mark 9:43-48; Luke 16:19-31?  See also Mark 12:30ff; John 13:34; Rom. 13:8-10; Matt. 5:21-48; 2 John 6.

9. What does the Bible say about specific foundational absolutes?  Ex. 20:1-17; Matt. 5:18.  Did the Ten Commandments reveal a new moral order?  Give examples.

10. Christ’s ethical teaching is captured in the Sermon on the Mount – Matt. 5-7.  What are some of the ethical standards regarded as the basis of Christian ethics in the Sermon on the Mount?  _______, _____________, _________, _______________, __________, _____________, _______ ____ ________, _________________________________.

11. Who is the perfect role model for our ethical behavior? _______ ________.  Mark 1:17; John 21:22.  Paul also admonishes ethical behavior in Rom. 12:3-5; 9-21; 13:8-10.

12. What other admonishments are Christians given as far as ethical behavior is concerned?  Luke 10:27; Phil 2:4; Gal. 6:2,10; 1 John 4:22ff; 4:16; Matt. 25:40, 35-36.

13. What are the consequences of rebelling against the moral order established by God?    Rev. 22:11-15; 1 John 5:19; Rom. 3:23; 12:9.

14. Highlights of Secular Humanist Ethics - ___________ ________________

a. ethics of _____, by ______, for ______  [________ ethics]

b. no revealed or heavenly truth concerning _______ ___________

c. no absolute standards of _______ or _______

d. ethical ____________, ___________ ethics, ___________ _____________  [new morality]

e. _____________ experience, _________ and __________ are sufficient guides for figuring out rights and wrongs in any situation

f. ethics stems from human ______ and __________.

15. Highlights of Marxist/Leninist Ethics - _____________ ____________

a. not from a sense of ____________ rules, but from the cause of _____________

b. the ____ justifies the means

c. the acceptable form of conduct is whatever it takes to accomplish the __________ _____

d. whatever advances the ______________ (the __________ class) is morally good

e. whatever hinders its advance in _______ and ________ evolution is morally evil.

16. Highlights of Cosmic Humanist Ethics - __________ __________________

a. each individual is _________

b. each individual need only get in touch with the universal _____-_____________ to act morally

c. virtually every ________ and ________ is justified (except adhering to a worldview which believes in ________ ______________

d. no __________ right or wrong exists

e. the Ten Commandments are external authority and hinders one’s ______________ __________.

17. Highlights of Biblical Ethics - ____________ _______________

a. God’s moral nature is __________ and ____________

b. God always hates _______ and loves _______

c. the Bible provides a framework for ______________ ethics

d. ethical relativism leads to _______________, Matt. 7:13

e. a specific moral order is found in __________ revelation and in _________ revelation in the ________ and in the person of ________ _______.
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