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SYLLABUS

“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone
  who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;”  I Pet. 3:15.

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION: A survey of the evidences for the central truths of Christianity; the existence of God, the deity and resurrection of Christ, and the authority and truth of the Bible.

II. RATIONALE: This course is intended to familiarize students with the factual and rational basis of the Christian faith, and to indicate the arguments by which to defend it.  Evidence for Christ as God is given in the areas of His Incarnation, fulfilled prophecy, miracles, and His Resurrection. Evidence for the truth of God’s Word is given in the areas of document reliability, archaeology, Creation, and science.

III. COURSE OBJECTIVES: By successfully completing this course students will:

A. Know the major approaches to, and issues addressed by, Christian apologetics.

B. Understand the role played by philosophy and argumentation in defending a theistic worldview, and more particularly, the Christian faith.

C. Understand the role played by prophetic, logical, historical, scientific, and archaeological investigation in establishing the facts of the Christian Faith, and the Scriptures on which it is based.

D. Learn strategies by which to defend the Christian Faith in today’s world.

E. Be able to critically evaluate one’s own beliefs, and arrive at a firmer conviction of their truthfulness.

F. Learn how to apply critical thinking techniques to determine whether “what one believes” matches reality.

“You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
  your mind.”  Matt. 22:37.

IV. PREREQUISITES: This course has no prerequisites, but assumes that each student is willing to wrestle with difficult ideas, and explore concepts and terminology that may be entirely new. It further assumes the desire of each student to fulfill the biblical injunction “to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.” (Jude 3) 

V. REQUIRED TEXTS:

Norman Geisler and Ronald Brooks, When Skeptics Ask: A Handbook on Christian Evidences (Baker Book House: 1999) ISBN: 978-0-8010-7164-5.

Paul Little, Know Why You Believe (InterVarsity Press: 2000) ISBN: 978-0-8308-3422-8.

RECOMMENDED TEXTS:

Josh McDowell, New Evidence That Demands A Verdict, Thomas Nelson, 1999.

Lee Strobel, The Case for A Creator, Zondervan. 2004.

VI.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
A. Completion of the readings in a timely fashion (each day’s readings should be done in preparation for that day’s lectures – see the course outline below for the reading schedule).

B. Two examinations, each comprising 15% of the final grade.  The first exam, covering the lectures and readings for the first half of the course, will be given at the end of the first week on Friday afternoon. The second exam, covering the lectures and readings for the second half of the course, will be given at the end of the second week on Friday afternoon.

C. Ten quizzes, given the first thing when students come to class on each morning of each week will each comprise 5% of the final grade.

D. Short paper, initial draft (~ 2 pages) written on the first Friday afternoon in class; the paper will be presented on Monday and Tuesday of the second week, and must be expanded to 5-6 pages and turned in to heinz@osta.com by the second Thursday.  The paper and presentation will be worth 20% of the final grade.

E. Preparedness for class and class participation (doing the reading ahead of time, and coming to class with questions and/or points of discussion), is also important to the class and thus to the professor. 


VII. GRADING POLICIES: A = 90-100; B = 80-89.9; C=70-79.9; D=60-69.9; F=59.9 and below.  No extra credits will be given for the course. Students are urged to stay current with the readings and come to class prepared for discussion.  Adequate test performance will then follow.

VIII. CLASS POLICIES

ATTENDANCE: Students are expected to attend all of the sessions for each day of the class.  If they must miss a session for a warranted reason, it is their responsibility to tell the professor ahead of time.

ETHICAL CONDUCT: Any form of dishonesty will be dealt with severely: cheating on exams will result in dismissal from the course and a grade of F.


IX. COURSE OUTLINE:

Week 1:

Monday: Approaches to Apologetics; Arguments for God’s existence; Establishing truth. Introduction to Christian evidences.

Readings: Little, chs. 1-2; Geisler, chs. 1-2 and 12; WEB1, ch. 40; 
WEB2/apologetics.

Tuesday: The historical Jesus; Jesus’ humanity, claims, attributes and actions (miracles); Was He liar, lunatic, legend, or the Truth? Jesus’ credentials.

Readings: Little, chs. 3, 8; Geisler, chs. 5, 6 (pg. 101-118); 
WEB1, ch. 10, 18, 21, 22.

Activity for today: Start of Library research and outline of short paper

on the Historical Jesus, or another topic approved by the professor.
Wednesday: The importance of prophecy; messianic prophecies; other Old Testament prophecies.

Readings: Little, ch. 5 (pg. 86-90); Geisler, ch. 6 (pg. 114-116); 
WEB1, ch. 6, 17, 19.

Thursday: Jesus Resurrection, claims by Jesus, accounting for the empty tomb, historical evidence, Jesus’ appearances, the significance of the Resurrection.

Readings: Little, ch. 4; Geisler, chs. 6 (pg. 118-128), 11 (pg. 246-253); 

WEB1, ch. 20.

Activity for today:  Continue Library research and outline of short paper.

Friday: How we got the Bible, inspiration of Scripture, historical reliability of the Scripture, supernatural wisdom of the Bible.
Readings: Little, ch. 5-6; Geisler, ch. 7.

Activity for today: Exam at end of the day.

Week 2:

Monday: Archaeology, evidence for Scripture accuracy, Dead Sea scrolls, Ebla tablets, divisions of Genesis, other important archaeological finds.

Readings: Little, ch. 7; Geisler, ch. 9.

Activity for today: Presentation of short paper by first half of students.

Tuesday: Creation, what the Bible says, what Jesus says, what science says, the problems with evolution, why it matters what we believe.

Readings: Little, ch. 9; Geisler, ch. 10.

Activity for today: Presentation of short paper by second half of students.

Wednesday: Scientific statements in the Bible, laws of science, anticipation of scientific truth in the Bible, alleged scientific errors in the Bible.

Readings: Little, ch. 9; Geisler, ch. 10.

Thursday: The problem of pain and suffering, biblical view, role of man’s free will, what about “senseless suffering”? what is God doing about suffering and death?

Readings: Little, ch. 10; Geisler, ch. 4.
Activity for today: Completion of short paper.

Friday: Christianity – a rational faith, moral smoke screens, addressing Bible difficulties, postmodernism and skepticism.

Readings: Little, chs. 11-12; Geisler, chs. 8, 13; WEB1, chs. 11, 44.

Activity for today: Exam at end of the day.

X. PREPARATORY READING:
Students will do best to read the relevant portions of the required textbooks and web pages, or at least major portions of them, before the course begins.  In this way, the student will hit the course ‘running’ and be able to perform well from Day 1 all the way to the Final Examination on the last day.  I have used some of the reference books and the web pages listed on the next page in preparing this course on Christian Apologetics.  If you have access to some of these books, you might also want to read some relevant chapters from them before or during the course.  It will also be helpful to peruse some of the useful websites listed on the next page in preparation for this course.

Reference Books:

1. Norman Geisler & Ronald Brooks, When Skeptics Ask: A Handbook on Christian Evidences, 2008. [HND]

2. Norman Geisler & Frank Turek, I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist, 2004. [FAI]

3. Richard Swinburne, Is There a God?, 1997. [ISG]

4. John Ashton & Michael Westacott, The Big Argument: Does God Exist? 2006. [BIG]

5. Paul E. Little, Know Why You Believe, 2000. [WHY]

6. Howard Vos, Can I Really Believe? 1995 [BLV]

7. Josh McDowell & Don Stewart, Answers to Tough Questions, 1993. [ANS]

8. Josh McDowell, The New Evidence That Demands A Verdict. 1999. [EVD]

9. Phil Fernandes, No Other Gods, 2002. [NOG]

10. Phil Fernandes, The God Who Sits Enthroned, 2002. [ENT]

11. Phil Fernandes, Contend Earnestly for the Faith: A Survey of Christian Apologetics, 2008. [CON]

12. Lee Strobel, The Case For Faith, 2000. [CFA]

13. Lee Strobel, The Case For a Creator, 2004. [CCR]

14. Don Batten, The Creation Answers Book, 2008. [CAB]

15. Ray Comfort, Scientific Facts in the Bible, 2001. [SCF]

16. Peter Stoner & Robert Newman, Science Speaks, 1976. [SCS]

17. Creation Moments, 101 Scientific Facts & Foreknowledge. [SCK]

18. Ralph Muncaster, Can Archaeology Prove the NT? 2000. [AR1]

19. Siegfried Horn, Biblical Archaeology, 1985. [AR2]

20. Timothy Keller, The Reason For God, 2008. [REA]

21. Charles Colson & Harold Fickett, The Faith Given Once, For All, 2008. [FGO]

22. Ken Ham & Britt Beemer, Already Gone, 2009. [ALG]

Some Useful Websites:

1. www.greatcom.org/resources/areadydefense - A Ready Defense by Josh McDowell. [WEB1]

2. www.carm.org - Christian Apologetics & Research Ministry. [WEB2]

3. www.reasonablefaith.org - William Lane Craig Apologetics Resources. [WEB3]

4. www.leestrobel.com - Investigating Faith by Lee Strobel. [WEB4]

5. www.josh.org - Josh McDowell Ministry. [WEB5]

6. www.osta.com/apologetics - Lectures on Christian Apologetics by Heinz Lycklama. [WEB6]

7. www.osta.com/creation - Lectures on Creation by Heinz Lycklama. [WEB7]

NOTE: Due to the Greek Holiday on Monday, March 7th, the hours normally allocated to this day are added to the other nine days of classes.
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