Did Christ Rise From the Dead?


Introduction


The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the foundation stone of the faith


It was prophesied by Christ in Matt. 12:39-40, “… and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.  For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.”


Christ’s credibility rests on the fulfillment of His prophecy


Paul emphasizes Christ’s Resurrection in 1 Cor. 15:14, “If Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.”


Paul used these words to answer those who doubted Christ’s bodily Resurrection


He rested his case on these words


Rom. 1:4, “And declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.”


His Resurrection gives us conclusive answers to the most profound questions of our existence:


Where have we come from?


Why are we here?


What is our future destiny?


If Christ rose, we know God exists, what He is like, that He cares for each of us, that the universe has meaning and purpose, and that we can experience the living God


Not Wishful Thinking


Without the Resurrection, Christianity has no objective validity or reality


Martyrs in the early centuries died because of the reality of the resurrection


Nationals and missionaries on other continents died as martyrs in the  past (and today)


Frank Morison, a British lawyer, sought to expose the Resurrection as a fraud in the 1930’s


He wrote the book “Who Moved the Stone?”


Persuaded against his will that the bodily resurrection was objective fact


Pertinent Data to Be Considered


The existence of the Christian church is a fact


The church is worldwide


Church history can be traced back to Palestine in 32 A.D.


First called Christians in the city of Antioch


Acts of the Apostles relate how Jesus and His Resurrection stirred whole communities


Paul’s preaching persuaded many, turning the world upside down, Acts 17:6


The Resurrection is the basis for their teaching, preaching, living, and dying


The Christian (Sun)Day is a fact


Sunday (the first day of the week) is the day of worship for Christians


Shifted from the Jewish Sabbath, the seventh day of the week


Traced back to 32 A.D.


Acts 20:7, “On the first day of the week we came together,”


Desire to celebrate the Resurrection (Jews were the first Christians)


This was a very significant shift


There is Christian Scripture – The New Testament


Independent testimonies to the fact of the Resurrection


Three eyewitnesses (John, Peter, Matthew) wrote NT books


Luke’s gospel written by a historian who traveled with Paul, 2 Tim. 4:11


The Resurrection was well known and accepted without question by the readers of Paul’s letters


The NT books attest to 1) the empty tomb, and 2) the alleged appearances of Jesus Christ following His burial


Accounting For the Empty Tomb


The earliest explanation circulated was that the disciples stole the body!


Matt. 28:11-15, chief priests and elders tried to bribe the soldiers to say that the disciples had stolen the body while they were asleep


P.S. How did they know it was the disciples if they were asleep?


This would make the disciples perpetrators of a deliberate lie


How could a few disciples pull this off without telling the others?


Every Apostle faced the test of torture, and all but John were martyred for their teachings


People will die for what they believe to be true, even though it may be false


People do NOT die for what they know is a lie


The authorities, Jewish or Roman, moved the body


What would the Romans gain by moving the body? They put guards there


These authorities were silent on this issue in the face of the Apostles’ bold preaching in Jerusalem about the Resurrection


The authorities arrested, beat and threatened Peter and John, Acts 4


If they had the body, they could have paraded it through the streets of Jerusalem


The Wrong Tomb


The distraught women, overcome with grief, missed their way in the dimness of the morning


They imagined Christ had risen because the tomb was empty


Why did the high priests and other enemies not go to the right tomb and produce the body?


Note the bribe to the soldiers, Matt. 28:11-15


Joseph of Arimathea, owner of the tomb, could have solved the problem


This was a private burial ground, not that many tombs around


The swoon theory


Christ did not actually die


He had passed out from exhaustion, pain, and loss of blood


He revived when laid in the coolness of the tomb


He came out of the tomb and appeared to His disciples, who mistakenly thought He had risen from the dead


First proposed in the late 1700’s


He could not have slipped past the guards


He could not have walked on pierced feet


Jesus Himself would have been involved in flagrant lies


The tomb was empty!


The only adequate explanation


2 Pet. 1:16, “For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty.”


With other religions, the tomb becomes a shrine of worship


With Christ, the empty tomb is a place where Christians rejoice!


The Appearances of Christ


Introduction


Ten (twelve counting two related private meetings with Peter and James) distinct recorded appearances of the risen Christ


His Resurrection was physical, not spiritual


Those to whom He appeared, saw, heard, and touched Him, but some also ate with Him


From the morning of His resurrection to His ascension forty days later, Acts 1:3


Time, place and people varied


Lies or legends cannot explain the empty tomb


We cannot dismiss the appearances of Christ


Those who saw Christ were not hallucinating, they were credible eyewitnesses


Christ appeared to:


Peter and James as individuals


Disciples as a group


500 assembled believers


Two disciples on the road to Emmaus


Christ appeared:


In the garden near the tomb


In the Upper Room


On the road from Jerusalem to Emmaus


In Galilee


1 Cor. 15:5-8, more than half of the 500 still alive


John 20:27-28, “Then He said to Thomas, ‘Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side.  Do not be unbelieving, but believing.’  And Thomas answered and said to Him, ‘My Lord and my God.’”


Christ stopped appearing abruptly after 40 days


The Specific Appearances of Christ


Mary Magdalene at the tomb, John 20:1-2.  She had gone to anoint His body with the other women


The other women at the tomb (Mary the mother of James, Salome), Matt. 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-11


Peter at the tomb in private, 1 Cor. 15:5, Mark 16:7, Luke 24:34


Two disciples on the way to Emmaus, Luke 24:13-35; Mark 16:12-13


Ten disciples in Jerusalem, Jesus walked through the walls, showed them the scars, and ate with them, Luke 24:36-49; John 20:19-23


Eleven disciples (w/ Thomas) on the following Sunday, John 20:26-31


The seven at the sea fishing, John 21:1-14


A second appearance to Peter, John 21:15-22


Great Commission appearance, Matt. 28:16-20; Mark 16:14-18


500 disciples (and James), 1 Cor. 15:6-7


Special appearance to James, who became leader in the Jerusalem church, Acts 15:13


At the Ascension, Acts 1:4-8


[Jesus appearance to Paul, 1 Cor. 15:8; Acts 9:1-9]


Witnesses Persuaded Against Their Wills


Mary came to the tomb to anoint the Lord’s dead body


She mistook Him for the gardener, did not expect to find Him risen from the dead


When the other disciples heard, they did not believe – story seemed an idle tale


Jesus’ appearance to the disciples frightened them – thought He was a ghost


Luke 24:39, “Touch Me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.”


Jesus was hungry and they gave Him a piece of fish, ghosts don’t eat


Jesus invited the doubting Thomas to examine the evidence of His hands and His side


John 20:28, “My Lord and my God.”


Peter was a changed man, public denial 3 times -> sermon at Pentecost in which he preached the resurrection


The two disciples on the road to Emmaus were not expecting to see the risen Lord


Contemporary Truth


If Christ rose from the dead, He is alive today


Millions bear testimony to the fact that Jesus has revolutionized their lives


Ps. 34:8, “Taste and see that the Lord is good!”


Without the resurrection of Christ, there is no Gospel, 1 Cor. 15:14, “If Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.”


The evidence for Christ’ resurrection is overwhelming


In a court of law, the evidence passes the test of “beyond any reasonable doubt”


Significance of the Resurrection


Immediate Results


Disciples, the faithful women, Jesus’ brothers were competent witnesses


We see an utter change in their demeanor immediately following the Resurrection


They became bold in their proclamation of the Gospel


Thrown into prison for preaching Christ crucified and risen again


Change in the day of worship followed the resurrection


Most of the converts after the Ascension were Jews


Gentile brothers and sisters also worshipped on Sunday


Paul and others took communion on Sunday, Acts 20:7


Pouring out of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost followed


Founding of the Christian church followed


Acts 2:32-33, Peter’s sermon after the Ascension


Significance of the Resurrection


Proof of Christ’s person


Essential to our salvation, Rom. 4:25


Essential to Christ’s present work of intercession (Heb. 7:25), advocacy (1 John 2:1), and preparing a place for us (John 14:2-3)


Essential to His future work of the resurrection of humanity, His judgments, and His reign on David’s throne (1 Cor. 15:20)


Evidence of the inspiration of Scripture (fulfillment of prophecy)


Start of the Great Commission (Matt. 28:19)


Today’s Significance


Jesus Christ’s life, death, and resurrection assure us:


His purpose is to “rescue us” from sin


His power will give us “eternal life”


His suffering demonstrates the extent of His love for us


His resurrection clinches the evidence of who He is


	Christ Rose From the Grave – What is the Evidence?
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